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My Poppy Seed Houses 

My Poppy Seed Houses is a series of paintings depicting abstract fragments of house constructions or 
façades, created with poppy seeds applied on top of oil paint. In Central Europe poppy seeds have 
traditiionally been used in home baking for family and religious holidays and they have strong 
connotations of homeliness, comfort, nutrition and well-being. Poppy seeds, having been used for 
centuries for medicinal purposes, are associated with healing and well-being. The series stems from 
Kutera’s ongoing project My Homes, started in 1990, where the artist created symbolic imaginary 
houses for the homeless, for insects, for birds, for flowers, for animals, for thoughts, for success, for 
time, for shadows, even for imagination. My Poppy Seed Houses stimulate the viewer to peel off layers 
of sensory information, meaning, evocation and stimuli, signalling the extraordinary fragility and 
connectivity of experience. 
_______ 

Anna Kutera was born in 1952 in Zgorzelec, Poland. Her life and artistic work is marked by drastic 
political events, including the emigration of her friends to Jerusalem and the USA in 1958, the 
Prague Spring in 1968, and the Polish uprising in 1976. After graduating with a painting diploma 
from the State College of Fine Arts (currently known as the Academy of Fine Arts) in Wrocław in 
1977, Kutera embraced contextual art, which emphasizes the importance of the local environment 
and specific social situations to art. Thus for Kutera, her everyday experiences, observations of 
surroundings and events are her initial matter and inspiration. Kutera skas, “My work is a dialogue 
with reality.” In addition to feminist and political topics, she is dedicated to themes like diversity, 
the relationships between humans and nature, as well as the influence of media and mass culture. 
She often adds texts to her photographs that are either in direct opposition, as in Fryzury 
[Hairstyles], (1978), or which expand the scope of the pictorial statement. as in Jest Kwadratowo [It
´s Square] (1980). Her work Feminist Painting (1973) documents a performance for which Kutera 
uses a broomstick dripped in paint sweeping over a canvas lying on the floor: a critique of the male 
artistic genius as well as the imposed role of the housewife. From 1973 to 1978, Kutera was the 
director of the International Gallery of Recent Art (Miȩdzynarodowa Galeria Sztuki Najnowszej or 
MGSN) and she ran the gallery The Latest Art at PPSP (State College of Fine Arts) in Wrocław 
between 1978 and 1983. She has been a member of the Union of Polish Artists and Designers 
since 1977 and works and lives in Wrocław.  
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Anna Kutera 
Poppy Seed House Nr 26, 1998/1999 
oil paint, poppy seeds, nitro-cellulose paint 
70 x 100cm\ 

EUR 6.000 + VAT
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Anna Kutera 
Poppy Seed House Nr 31, 1998/1999 
oil paint, poppy seeds, nitro-cellulose paint 
70 x 100cm 

EUR 6.000 + VAT
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Anna Kutera 
Poppy Seed House Nr 22, 1998/1999 
oil paint, poppy seeds, nitro-cellulose paint 
70 x 100cm 

EUR 6.000 + VAT
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Anna Kutera 
Poppy Seed House Nr 15, 1998/1999 
oil paint, poppy seeds, nitro-cellulose paint 
100 x 70cm 

EUR 6.000 + VAT
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Anna Kutera 
Poppy Seed House Nr 16, 1998/1999 
oil paint, poppy seeds, nitro-cellulose paint 
100 x 70cm 

EUR 6.000 + VAT
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Anna Kutera 
Poppy Seed House Nr 17, 1998/1999 
oil paint, poppy seeds, nitro-cellulose paint 
70 x 70cm 

EUR 6.000 + VAT
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Anna Kutera 
Poppy Seed House Nr 27, 1998/1999 
oil paint, poppy seeds, nitro-cellulose paint 
70 x 100cm 

EUR 6.000 + VAT
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Anna Kutera 
Poppy Seed House Nr 28, 1998/1999 
oil paint, poppy seeds, nitro-cellulose paint 
70 x 100cm 

EUR 6.000 + VAT
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